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LETTER FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT 

OUR MISSION 

To put Christian 

principles into practice 

through programs that 

build healthy spirit, 

mind, and body for all.   

OUR VISION 

Collaborate with 

communities and 

organizations, support 

and strengthen all 

individuals and families, 

build character, 

embrace diversity, and 

promote healthy 

lifestyles.  

OUR PURPOSE 

Strengthening the 

foundations of 

community. 

Dear Y Members: 

 

Wow!  What an exciting year for the Hanover Community and our YMCA!  On behalf of the 

Board of Trustees, Board of Directors, YMCA staff and YMCA scholarship recipients thank you 

for your dedication and financial support of the Yós mission, vision and purpose.  The YMCA is 

truly a multi-generational neighborhood gathering place.  Everyday our three branches 

endeavor to provide fellowship and programming to individuals, families, and children of the 

community regardless of their ability to pay. 

In 2015 we continued to implement our strategic plan which focuses on the following three 

areas: 

1) Impacting our entire community as a cause-driven charitable organization. 

2) Meeting membersó needs through outstanding experiences. 

3) Maintaining a financially sound YMCA now and in the future. 

Here are some of the highlights that we accomplished in 2015 as part of our plan: 

¶ Our Early Learning Center served 50 children and provided financial assistance to 50% of 

the participants. 

¶ For the 6th straight year, our YMCA continues to be fiscally sound by funding reserves and 

operating at a healthy surplus. 

¶ We secured land and accumulated approximately $1.5 million in our Capital Reserves to 

help fund and construct a new South Hanover YMCA. 

¶ We undertook a major Capital Campaign to fund construction of our new South Hanover 

branch.  Generous donations from local businesses and individuals helped us raise 90% of 

our $6 Million goal in only 7 months! 

¶ Our gymnastics team hosted over 1200 gymnasts at the Tim Weaver Battlefield 

Gymnastics Invitational. 

¶ We continue to be committed to enhancing our facilities and equipment across all three 

branches. 

¶ The money raised from our successful Annual Kids Come First Campaign supported 

scholarships and membership assistance to 1,713 individuals in our community. 

¶ In 2015, monthly membership totals continued to increase substantially over previous 

years.  Our 72% retention rate continues to grow and is consistently above the national 

YMCA average retention rate of 55% 

¶ 231 runners participated in our 1st Annual LIVESTRONGÈ at the YMCA Half-Marathon 

which raised $13,000 to fund the fitness and lifestyle survivorship program.  In 2015, 46 

people participated in this program which is offered, free of charge, to cancer patients and 

survivors in the community. 

As we continue to grow and extend our outreach, we intend to provide more services and 

recreational opportunities for our community.  As I complete the first year of my two year 

term, I feel blessed to contribute to the volunteer leadership of this organization.  It is with 

the guidance, support, and commitment of our many businesses and individuals in the local 

community that the HANOVER AREA YMCA will continue to remain an asset to the surrounding 

neighborhoods.   

We are proud to continue to strengthen our community and build on our commitment of youth 

development, healthy living and social responsibility for many years to come. 

 

 

Tom Moul 

President, YMCA Board of Directors 
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2015 HANOVER AREA YMCA 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

The HANOVER AREA YMCA is pleased to announce the distinguished recipient of the 2015 YMCA Achievement 

Award.  Please join us in congratulating Mr. Scott Strausbaugh for his hard work and dedication to our YMCA.   

 

A Hanover native, Scott graduated from Delone Catholic High School.  He went on to receive his Bachelorós degree 

from York College in Criminal Justice and his Law degree from Widener School of Law in Harrisburg.  Currently, he is 

an attorney with Becker and Strausbaugh, P.C.  He and his wife, Kristine, live in Hanover with their three children 

James, Victoria, and Korinne.  His wife is an educator at South Western School District.  His children have followed 

in their parentsó footsteps by becoming involved and dedicated to their sports and activities.  His son is active with 

Student Council and plays lacrosse and soccer.  His two daughters are both involved in an internationally renowned 

dance company.  

 

In 2003 Scott and his family joined the HANOVER AREA YMCA.  With his leadership and interpersonal skills, it did 

not take him long to become involved in YMCA activities.  In 2006 he began coaching youth basketball for the 

Hanover Y and his volunteerism grew. 

 

From 2005ï2013, he served on the SOUTH HANOVER YMCA Board of Managers and was elected president of this 

board.  In 2012, Scott joined the Board of Directors and currently serves as the Vice President. He is a long time 

volunteer for the Annual Campaign, and is currently a volunteer for the SOUTH HANOVER Capital Campaign. His 

role in the South Hanover Development Committee proved vital through the process.  His integral role in the 

development process of the SOUTH HANOVER project started at the grass-roots level, by helping to identify the 

need for an improved SOUTH HANOVER facility.  He helped with the scouting of land in the South Hanover 

community. 

 

Proving he loves his community, Scottós volunteerism does not end with the YMCA.  He is currently on the South 

Western Lacrosse Board and previously served on the board of the Hanover Soccer Club, and was a member of the 

Hanover Jaycees.   

 

On behalf of the HANOVER AREA YMCA staff, members, and volunteers, we convey our deep appreciation and 

gratitude to Mr. Scott Strausbaugh.  We thank you for your hard work, dedication, expertise, and endless support 

to our YMCA.  We appreciate all you have given and continue to selflessly give to our Y. 
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EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION AWARDS 

STAFF OF THE YEAR 

STAFF ACHIEVEMENT  

 
Peggy Santamaria 

25 YEARS 

Gary Boyers 

20 YEARS 

Karen Thoman 

15 YEARS 

Joan Leister 

Frances Lippy 

Jennifer Hockensmith 

10 YEARS 

Laura Blair 

Roberta Bush 

Carolyn Lebo 

John Smith 

Tammy Shore 

Stephen Shrader 

Michael Doll 

Amber Smith 

Donna Swanger 

Jamie Baumgardner 

 

 

5 YEARS 

Nicole Batiz 

Sophie Lillis 

Nicole Myers 

Stephen Raleigh 

Patricia Shank 

Misty Stillman 

Mark Woodfill 

John Young 

 

 

Thank you for your long-term dedication to the HANOVER AREA YMCA.  We know you 

work hard daily, and we wouldnôt be a success without people like you who make it all 

possible.   

Peggy came to work at the HANOVER AREA YMCA in October of 2013.  In her short 

time at the Y, she has brought new dynamics for healthy living to our members.  

Peggy teaches yoga classes, and recently implemented chair yoga in both the  

Hanover and Littlestown branches.  Chair yoga is designed to encourage healthy 

movements for those limited by discomforts of aging, and joint or chronic pain. Chair 

yoga also enhances oxygen flow and has proven to be a success at both locations.  In 

addition to teaching yoga, Peggy is one of our instructors for the LIVESTRONGÈ at 

the YMCA program.  Her encouragement, enthusiasm, and kindness are cherished by 

all of the participants.  While not all cancer survivors who participate in the program 

are at the same level of recovery, Peggy works diligently with them to bring them to 

the next levels of physical and emotional strength.  Her hard work and dedication 

make her a huge asset to our team.   
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 DONALD B. SMITH 

VOLUNTEERS OF THE YEAR 

Robert Patrick 

Austin Shore 
YOUTH VOLUNTEER 

ADULT VOLUNTEERS 

Since the age of two, Austin has been around the YMCA.  Now at the age 

of 14, this young man is proving that teens are interested in volunteering. 
Two years ago, Austin began his volunteerism at the front desk handing 

out basketballs and changing room keys to members at the HANOVER 

YMCA.  As an avid swimmer and member of the HANOVER Stingray Swim 
Team, Austin decided to share his love for swimming with the youth mem-

bers and began teaching swim lessons, this has grown to be his passion.   

In the summer of 2015, he volunteered as a camp counselor with YMCA 
Camp Hickory where he enhanced his leadership skills. When summer came 

to an end, Austin did not want to stop volunteering and he is now a bus 
monitor for our Bus-In-Swim program.  This allows him to combine his love 

for swimming, volunteering, and mentoring the youth of our community.  

The YMCA is proud to have Austin Shore as a volunteer.    

Sue has been a volunteer with the YMCA swim team for 11 years.  She start-

ed her volunteer journey when her daughter joined the swim team.  Her 
daughter has since graduated and Sue continues to volunteer her time for 

the Swim Team. She is present for every meet to ensure that the meets run 

smoothly. When she can, she travels to away meets with the team.  She is 
our Official II, which means she runs the starter and begins each heat. Her 

detailed knowledge of running swim meets proves largely valuable year after 

year. Sue is always willing to help wherever she can, and she does so with a 
smile on her face. We appreciate her time and devotion to the YMCA.   

Sue Clauser 

Robert has been volunteering for the HANOVER and LITTLESTOWN YMCA 
soccer programs since 2014.  During the indoor soccer season he arrives  
every Saturday at 8:20am to begin refereeing the games.  After the last 
game at Hanover is over, he then drives to referee games in Littlestown 
until 6:00pm.  Robert is a certified referee and takes his Saturdays off 
from refereeing local travel games to help his community. He is much more 
than a referee to the participants of indoor soccer; he is another coach 
and mentor.  While out on the field, he is always smiling and trying to 
teach the younger players as the game is going on.  He is a great teacher 
of the game to players and other aspiring referees.  Several different high 
school students have been out on the court with him as he teaches them 
the proper way to referee and gives them experience before they go out 
and referee travel games.  Robert exemplifies the core values of the 
YMCA.  
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EMPOWERING OUR YOUTH 
YOUTH LEADERS OF THE YEAR 

AQUATICS 

PAUL SPEARS SPORTSMANSHIP AWARDS 

Paul is 14 years old and a freshman at 
Connections Academy High School.  He has been on the 
HANOVER YMCA Gymnastics Team for 3 years and is 
currently a Level 9 gymnast.  Over the past three years he 
has been a qualifier and a medalist at the state and regional 
level.  He is a very mature young man who can always be 
counted on by his coaches to lead the group during warm-
ups.  During practice he often takes the time to help the 
younger gymnasts that are on his team.  He enjoys teaching 
and has volunteered many hours to the gym helping with the 
younger levels.   Paul is only a freshman but has already 
expressed an interest in continuing his education in perhaps 
the law field or psychology. 

GYMNASTICS  

Paul Miller 

Laura is 16 years old and a junior at 
Littlestown High School.  She has been on  
the HANOVER YMCA Gymnastics Team for 5 years and is 
currently a Level 8 gymnast. At the gym, Laura is the perfect 
team leader.  She is self-motivated, extremely respectful and 
takes instruction and guidance with a positive attitude.  One of 
the reasons Laura is such a valuable part of our team, is that 
she always follows through.  Laura is very often the last 
gymnast finishing conditioning assignments at the end of a 
long four hour practice, because she is so diligent about doing 
each exercise to the best of her ability.  While she has not 
chosen a college yet, Laura is leaning toward a degree in 
medicine.  

Laura Gerrick 

Josiah always strives to do better in 
everything he does.  This type of quality is a great example 
when coaching a team because it encourages the other players 
to try harder and never give up.  Josiah takes everything he is 
taught into practice and is a very respectful player. He shows 
exemplary character at all times; winning or losing, he never 
complains, and he keeps a positive attitude.  He is an 
outstanding rebounder, and passes the ball to his teammates 
when they were open. He is always full of joy and happiness. 
This trait is very infectious to the other players, and because 
of this trait, the team has fun while playing the game.  

 

BASKETBALL 
Josiah Lieb 

INDOOR SOCCER 
Bailey Shehan 

Bailey has been playing both indoor 
and outdoor soccer at the YMCA for five 
years. Throughout those five years, Bailey has shown 
phenomenal sportsmanship towards her peers and 
opposing coaches. She often plays more than one game 
a weekend because she is helping other teams that are 
short on players.  Bailey currently plays for the U10 
indoor team at the Y.  She  has had perfect attendance 
for games as well as practices.  Her coach recognizes 
the fact that Bailey has grown as both a player and a 
person.  Every week, Bailey demonstrated the YMCA 
core values of caring, respect, honesty, and 
responsibility.   

Justin Smith 

Delilah Englund 

Justin is 11 years old and he is in 5th grade at 

Annunciation BVM.  Justin is a remarkable swimmer.  
He always does the sets given to him to the best of 

his ability. He is always willing to put forth the 
extra effort, and this year his hard work has paid 

off and he has dropped significant time during his 

swim meets. Justin is a very fun-loving, positive 
young man and a great team player.   

Delilah is 11 years old and a 5th grader at 
Conewago Valley Intermediate School,  this is 
her first year  on swim team. She is quick to 
learn new swim strokes and diving techniques 
and is always eager to learn more.  She works 
hard and participates in almost every swim 
practice to master her new swimming skills.   She 
is coachable, and a lot of fun, which makes 
practices entertaining for the swimmers and 
coaches.  We are proud to call her our 
teammate.    




